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Cover Story
For one little girl and her parents, a castle was a dream 
come true.

When Adrienne was referred to Wishing Star in 2009 
she was three-years-old and had been through three 
surgeries in her short life. She was born with tri-cuspid 
valve atresia and 2 superior menacavas, meaning she 
had one left ventricle in her heart which greatly re-
duced her hearts ability to exchange carbon dioxide 
and oxygen. 

It took a while to • gure out what a good wish for 
Adrienne would be. Being only three, she had a dif-
• cult time understanding the concept of the wish. Her 
parents, Chris and Marisol, worked hard with the vol-
unteer wish conductors to come up with an appropriate 
wish. 

Adrienne has always loved the Disney Princesses. A 
trip to Disneyland to introduce Adrienne to the prin-
cesses at “the happiest place on earth.” was an option. 
However, they were worried she wouldn’t remember 
the trip or would have complications with the high 
altitude during the • ight there. It was deterimined that 
Adrienne would most bene• t from a playhouse. With a 
little thought, the playhouse morphed into a castle that 
would be revealed at a Princess Party. 

“A trip to Disney we can save for, but this is not some-
thing we would think of,” Marisol said smiling at the 
memory of that day. And so the journey began to build 
a castle and transform Adrienne into a “real” princess.

That journey ended up being a nine month process 
involving 30 generous contributors. Spokane Home 
Builders Association (SHBA) Apprenticeship Program 
builds a playhouse every year for Wishing Star and 
were more than happy to build a castle for a wish!

“We didn’t believe it,” Marisol said. “We thought it 
would be small but it turned out to be more grand than 
we thought.”

The inside of the castle is a pink wonderland • lled 
with all of the necessities a princess could need. Adri-
enne has a room of glamorous dresses, a full wall of 
whiteboard to draw to her little heart’s content, a spiral 
staircase and a balcony overlooking her own mini-
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playground including a tire swing, rock climbing wall, 
rope ladder and slide. 

The Princess Party was truly magical. She got her hair, 
makeup, nails and wardrobe done while dozens of vol-
unteers secretly set up the yard for a party every little 
girl dreams about.

When Adrienne walked out the door to her own horse 
and carriage, she was so excited she wanted to ride 
alone. “I’m a big girl,” she told her parents. Around the 
block she went waving goodbye in true princess fash-
ion.

There were real princesses, lots of gifts, catered food 
and so much more. But for Adrienne, her favorite part 
was the “cake” she said, showing off her beautiful 
smile.

This wish will impact this family for the rest of their 
lives. “We consider them [Sarah and Emily, volunteer 
wish conductors] part of our family,” Marisol said. 
They are extremely appreciative to all who made this 
wish happen.  “We are pretty grateful for it all,” Marisol 
said. 

Thankfully, the doctors think they have solved the 
medical problems for young Adrienne. She may live 
a full and happy life. “She has energy,” Marisol said. 
“She’s playful.”

No matter the wish - big or small, practical or fun - 
Wishing Star will try to grant it. Granting wishes is 
only possible because of our many contributors. Many 
thanks to the following donors for making Adrienne’s 
wish come true: 
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Wonderland is normally left to the imagination but 
Enecia experienced the real thing. At three years old, 
Enecia loves to watch Alice in Wonderland with her fam-
ily.  Diagnosed with leukemia, she had lost her hair from 
chemotherapy and the sparkle in her eyes.  When wish 
conductors and family got together to grant Enecia her 
wish, they quickly decided that a trip to Wonderland was 
exactly what she needed to get her sparkle back. Wish 
conductors, photographers, theatre actors, a venue, and 
almost 50 volunteers came together to show Enecia that 
wonderland really does exist.   
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Enecia

Wish Highlights

Anna Marie
Anna Marie had no idea she was getting a wish. She was born with cerebral palsy and at 
age 3 she cannot walk or sit on her own restricting Anna Marie to a wheelchair. This fam-
ily has had many struggles with accommodating her wheelchair for transportation and their 
wish was granted for an electric lift for their vehicle. Her only experience with electric lifts 
had been riding the school bus and it was the highlight of her day. The new lift gives Anna 
Marie the chance she deserves to easily go for a ride with her family and see the world with 
her own beautiful eyes.
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Seth

No tumor is going to stop Seth. He wanted to visit 
Universal Studios and Disneyland, and knew it from 
the start of his wish visit. Seth, now six, was " own to 
California with his parents and siblings, shuttled to 
their hotel and spent the next few days touching (liter-
ally and emotionally) everything they could throughout 
the different parks. Seth’s smile lit up every attraction 
and gave his family lifelong memories.   

There are sports fans, and then there is Devin. He 
wanted to meet the Seattle Seahawks and Wishing Star 
made it happen. The family spent a fabulous weekend 
learning what football is about from the sidelines. 

“I got to meet Lofa,” Devin writes. “And I got to 
know and spend time with him…he gave me one of 
his game worn uniforms and he autographed it.” They 
met the head coach, Pete Carroll, and took pictures 
with various team members and cheerleaders. Devin 
was given an authentic jersey with his name on the 

back and had a memorable time 
watching his name be lit up in 
lights at the game saying “Happy 
Birthday Devin#” 

“Thanks for my wish,” Devin 
writes. “I will never forget it.”

Devin
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A Few More Wishes Made a Reality...

Cheyenne has her very 
own shopping spree

Austin poses with Mickey 
in Disneyworld

Evan plays with his sib-
lings on a new Swing Set

Westley takes a ride in his 
brand new bike stroller

Nicholas meets NASCAR 
driver, Kasey Khane

Julio gets a much needed 
specialized stroller

Ty begins his own busi-
ness selling coral

Damien with Dr. Seuss 
characters at Universal 

Studios

Victoria and her wish con-
ductor during wish reveal 
to meet the Jonas Brothers
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Cecily has to write, type, and 
even text using her toes as she 
was born without muscles in her 
arms. This energetic ! fteen year 
old wishes to have a service dog 
that will help her when she goes 
off to college. Wishing Star will 
help her get a dog to show her just 
how special “man’s best friend” 
can really be.

Evan is 6 and loves panda bears, 
pirates and Nickelodeon, and 
Wishing Star is trying to acco-
modate all. With a trip to Nick-
elodeon’s Theme Park in the 
works, he will surely run across 
a few pirates and have many op-
tions of stuffed panda’s to choose 
from. Happy traveling Evan"

Shayla is 21 years old and has had 
2 tumors in her lung. She likes to 
read and listen to “underground 
rap” and wants nothing more than 
to smile with new veneers. Wish-
ing Star is in the process of mak-
ing that happen. We look forward 
to seeing her beautiful face light 
up with shiny new pearly whites.

Wishes in the Works

Ten year old Evan suffers from 
Cerebral Palsy which has severely 
affected physical abilities. Evan 
is non verbal, but cognitively 
very bright and has found ways to 
communicate. One of his favorite 
things is the sitcom, “Friends”. 
He wishe to meet Jennifer Annis-
ton who plays “Rachel.”



Saying Goodbye to a Board Member
Being a Board Member at Wishing Star is a 
rewarding and ful• lling experience. 

For Danelle Reagan, her journey began in 1994 
as an of• ce volunteer and comes to an end this 
summer as Secretary for Wishing Star on the 
Board of Directors. “You have to do what you 
love,” Danelle says, and she has shown that 
through her 11 years being on the Board.

As a volunteer in 1994, she was involved with 
the Christmas Program. The Christmas Program pairs struggling wish families with 
local sponsors. Sponsors provide practical gifts, fun gifts and a gift certi• cate for 
Christmas dinner. “It was one of the best Christmas’ ever,” she said recalling her • rst 
year with the program.

Danelle has also been involved with countless wishes. All wishes are impactful but 
some more than others. In the late 90’s she connected with Layne, a wish child near 
her own kids’ age. He loved the Gonzaga Bulldogs and was sent to New York City to 
watch them play Duke in the Madison Square Garden. Danelle stayed in contact with 
the family and knew that Layne had made an impact on one member of the basketball 
team. 

Another impactful wish she was involved in was for an air conditioner. Due to his ill-
ness, Abe could not regulate his internal temperature and was often stuck in his room 
during the summer. He wished for an air conditioner so he could join the rest of his 
family throughout the home. “How often does an AC company get to do that,” she 
said smiling. 

“We come out of nowhere and become a special part [of life] for these kids,” Danelle 
said. “Sometimes it takes only one phone call.” 

Danelle loved “connecting the dots” for families to make sure they received the best 
possible experience with their wish. When a child is diagnosed it impacts the whole 
family, and she always wanted to make the situation easier for all members of the fam-
ily, not just the child. “We take a kid who has lost control over life and give them that 
power back,” she said.  

Thank you Danelle for many years of making wishes come true for so many families. 
You will be greatly missed.  
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Please consider giving a gift that will 
leave a legacy to wish children. A 
major gift can be named in honor of 
a family or loved one and will ensure 
that Wishing Star Foundation has sus-
tainable funding to serve future gener-
ations of children in Idaho and Eastern 
and Central Washington.

Contact Wishing Star Foundation at 
509.744.3411 to set up your gift today.

Leave A Legacy...

 

Jemyni - Van lift 
05/27/00 - 01/24/11

Conner - Rode in Herbie the Lovebug
02/10/03 - 05/06/11

Noelle - Shopping spree & spa weekend
12/20/87 - 05/20/11

Eddie - Trip to Disneyland 
7/17/85 - 8/7/11

Ivan - Sound system in car
6/6/90 - 9/1/11

Wish Angels



August - October: David Parrish walks to Nashville

September 16 - Kennewick: Tri Cities Annual Banquet

September 24 - Sandpoint: Pancake Breakfast

October 1 - Spokane: Wishing Star Retreat

October 6 - Spokane: Wishing Star Annual Breakfast

November/December - Christmas Program

March 16 - Taste Spokane

Upcoming Events

Did you know that Wish-
ing Star has a Facebook 

page? You can get up-
dates, invites to events 

and see pictures of 
wishes here! Search for 
“Wishing Star Founda-
tion” and click on the 

page with our logo! 

Do you want to learn 
more about Wishing Star 

and our impact on the 
community? To have a 

one on one visit, call the 
of" ce at 509-744-3411 

and talk to Paula! 

Please join us at www.wishingstar.org to check out upcoming events!


